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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 124 


[Abstract:] Wants detailed estimate of cost of manufacturing minor coins for a foreign 
government. 734 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
July 28, 1881 


Sir: 


I have received your letter of the 27th inst. stating that the cost for manufacturing the 
amount of coin named in my letter of the 26th inst. would be about $75,000. 


To enable me to reply specifically to inquiries in regard to this coinage it is necessary that 
I have an estimate in detail for each denomination stated in my letter and not the total cost. I will 
thank you therefore if you will cause the same to be prepared and transmitted. If the cost of 
striking the various denominations would not materially differ it will be sufficient for me to 
know the cost per 1000 pieces, and the number of pieces that could be struck by a pair of dies. 


An estimate of the cost of the dies would perhaps depend upon the designs, say $100 to 
$200 for the original, and $5 for working dies or $10 pr. pair. 


Very respectfully, 
R.E. Preston 
Acting Director 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Supt. Mint U.S. 
Philadelphia. 


